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MEASURES PLACED ON THE

CALENDAR—H.R. 2183 AND H.R. 3682

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are two bills at the desk
awaiting their second reading. I now
ask for the second reading of the first
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2183) to amend the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to reform the
financing of campaigns for elections for Fed-
eral office, and for other purposes.

Mr. GORTON. I object to further con-
sideration of the bill at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
will be placed on the calendar.

Mr. GORTON. I now ask for the sec-
ond reading of the second bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3682) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit taking minors
across State lines to avoid laws requiring the
involvement of parents in abortion decisions.

Mr. GORTON. I object to further con-
sideration of the bill at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
will be placed on the calendar.
f

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1999

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
resume consideration of S. 2237, which
the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 2237) making appropriations for
the Department of the Interior and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1999, and for other purposes.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the bill.

Pending:
McCain Amendment No. 3554, to re-

form the financing of Federal elec-
tions.

AMENDMENT NO. 3554

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair will observe that the pending
amendment is numbered 3554.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, while
we are on the Interior appropriations
bill, the current amendment is the
McCain-Feingold campaign financing
amendment. Whether we will use all of
the time of the Senate between now
and the time for a vote on a motion for
cloture on the amendment, I am not
certain.

However, it is very unlikely, I say to
my colleagues, that we will debate con-
tested amendments to the Interior ap-
propriations bill before we have com-
pleted debate on McCain-Feingold.
However, we are available to deal with
amendments that can be worked out
and agreed to which we will send up
and deal with if there are any short
spaces of time in which Members are

not available to discuss the McCain-
Feingold bill. Members who have inter-
ests in the Interior appropriations bill
who have amendments that they think
will be accepted or can be worked out
should be in contact with me or with
staff of the Appropriations Committee,
and we will attempt to work them in
whenever it is convenient to do so.

Mr. MCCAIN addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona is recognized.
Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, first I

mention a scheduling item. I am con-
fident that the agreement we reached
yesterday was that there would be a
vote either late tomorrow afternoon or
early evening. Now I am told that
there may be some Members on the
other side who want to have an earlier
vote. Mr. President, I will not agree to
such a thing. I believe that we need
more than 2 days’ debate on this issue
even though we have been over this
issue many times before. I just want to
tell my colleagues on both sides, but
particularly on the other side of the
aisle, I understand there are personal
commitments and we will try to ac-
commodate those, but to have a vote
earlier than very late tomorrow after-
noon or tomorrow evening I think
would not be in keeping with the agree-
ment that we reached yesterday.

This is not a happy time for America.
It is not a happy time for the institu-
tions of government, especially the
Presidency, but also the Congress. We
are going through a very wrenching
and difficult episode which already, I
think most of us would agree, ranks in
the first order of crises that affect this
country. And it affects us. As I have
said on numerous occasions, all of us
are tarred by a brush when the institu-
tions of government are diminished
and affected by scandal. But it also
points out the criticality of us address-
ing this issue of campaign finance re-
form now rather than later. In today’s
newspaper, ‘‘Reno Sets 90-day Clinton
Probe’’:

Attorney General Janet Reno yesterday
opened a preliminary investigation of Presi-
dent Clinton that could lead to an independ-
ent counsel probe of allegations that he or-
chestrated a plan to violate spending limits
for his 1996 reelection campaign. . . .The new
Clinton inquiry was triggered by a prelimi-
nary report last month from the Federal
Election Commission auditors. The auditors
concluded that the DNC ads about issues
such as Medicare and the budget amounted
to ‘‘electioneering’’ on the President’s be-
half, and the Clinton-Gore campaign should
be required to reimburse the government for
the entire $13.4 million it received in Federal
matching funds.

This morning, in most of the major
newspapers in America, there is a poll
that is conducted by the Terrence
Group and Lake, Snell, Perry and Asso-
ciates—one Democrat and one Repub-
lican polling group: ‘‘What do you
think is the number one problem
today? Moral-religious issues, 14 per-
cent; crime and drugs, 14 percent; econ-
omy and jobs, 13 percent.’’

Mr. President, perhaps moral and re-
ligious issues have been a No. 1 priority

in America before, but I don’t think
there is any doubt that that is the case
today. ‘‘Which of the following issues
do you want Congress to focus on? Re-
storing moral values, 22 percent; im-
proving education, 19 percent; reducing
taxes and Federal spending, 13 per-
cent.’’

Mr. President, when 22 percent of the
American people say they believe that
restoring values is the No. 1 issue they
want Congress to focus on, I don’t be-
lieve they are just referring to the
problems concerning the Presidency
and that crisis. I think they are talk-
ing about the fact that they don’t be-
lieve that they, as individual citizens,
are represented here in the Congress in
the legislative process. I think they be-
lieve that special interests rule. I be-
lieve they are concerned that no longer
are their concerns paramount, but only
those of major contributors.

The effect of this was manifested just
yesterday in my home State of Arizona
in the primary that was held, as has
been true throughout the country. It
was the lowest voter turnout, as a per-
centage, of any time in the history of
my State. I don’t think that voters
didn’t turn out to vote in the primary
in Arizona yesterday because of their
anger—which may be justified—at the
President of the United States; I think
they didn’t turn out because they be-
lieve that the present system of financ-
ing campaigns results in an exclusion
of them in the legislative process; their
homes and their dreams and aspira-
tions for themselves and their families
are no longer reflected here in the Con-
gress of the United States.

Mr. President, the amendment at the
desk, which is commonly known as the
McCain-Feingold campaign finance leg-
islation, is amended by Senators
SNOWE and JEFFORDS. This amendment
would begin to reform a severely bro-
ken campaign finance system. Early
last month, the Members of the other
body did what the Senate has failed to
do, and that is to pass genuine cam-
paign finance reform. By so doing, they
have given Members of this body who
support reform encouragement that
Congress, at long last, may accede to
the wishes of the majority in both
Houses of Congress and to the wishes of
the vast majority of the people we rep-
resent by repairing a campaign finance
system that has become a national em-
barrassment and assails the integrity
of the office that we are privileged to
hold.

I want to commend and thank Rep-
resentatives SHAYS and MEEHAN, and
many other Members of the other body,
whose courage and determination have
given us a chance to reclaim the re-
spect of the American people. I appeal
to all Members of the Senate to listen
to the majority of our colleagues in the
other body, and to the majority of Sen-
ators, and seize this historic oppor-
tunity to give the Nation a campaign
finance system that is worthy of the
world’s greatest democracy.

Mr. President, no Washington pundit
thought that the House would actually
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